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Presentation, Rupert Cox

I would like to begin by thanking SAJS for their invitation to
present the work of our project, Air Pressure.

Collaboration

The theme of my presentation is about collaboration.
Collaboration has various meanings some of which were
brought into relief by our different disciplinary orientations
in this project: to social anthropology (Cox), acoustic science
(Hiramatsu) and landscape art (Carlyle). In this regard, one
important point is the different values ascribed to collaboration
in these different disciplines. For anthropologists there may
be insights into forms of sociality that are revealed by the
collaboration, while for artists’ these relations may have aesthetic
value in themselves and for scientists they may be seen in more
instrumental terms for their capacity to produce verifiable results
for the project. In a project such as ours with a range of artistic
outcomes it is easier for the anthropologist and the artist to show
the value of what they have done than for the scientist.
Concerning this project’s focus on sound and the sonic
environment, collaboration also involves different ways of
listening. For myself as an anthropologist this means engaging
in listening practices that can show how sound is bound up with
social relations. For acoustic science, listening is tied to the use
of measuring devices and the transduction of sound into numbers
and logarithms. For artists sound can be listened to both as an
object for its compositional possibilities and manipulated as a
relational medium for bringing an audience together in shared
experiences.

Collaboration can also be understood as a process of bringing
together and combining different materials. In this project, these
materials included scientific reports in the form of noise contour
maps, a multitude of sound recordings made with different
microphones, archive film showing the history of occupation
and conflict on the sites where we worked, film that we shot
ourselves and text, in the form of a diary (blog), interviews and
essays.

My own particular contribution to the collaboration was as a
visual anthropologist. Although this sub-discipline is focused
on the study of visual culture and on making the world visible
and not obviously a means to investigating a sonic environment,
it provides a way of working with recording media that pays
attention to the positioning of the project members in a field site
and questions of responsibility. Therefore, it addresses ethical
concerns for where and to whom obligations lie in the process of
creating representations whether through sound or through visual

means.

Encounter with Prof Hiramatsu
These disciplinary questions about the proper positioning
of the researcher and their responsibilities in relation to the

subjects of their study became ethnographic questions about
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particular sonic environments in Japan when I met Professor
Hiramatsu. His long-term acoustic science research in Okinawa
about the sound effects of the US airbases had developed close
relationships with Okinawa residents whom he came to know
as individuals, through their oral testimonies as well as through
their participation in the study. These relationships of trust and
responsibility led him to write a biography of one particular
woman resident and it was this orientation to and concern for
the positioning of research and the ethical imperative that was

formative in our collaboration.

Different hearings of aircraft noise

This ethical imperative came to the fore during the course of
our research together when my position as a foreign researcher
from the UK allowed me privileged access to the world inside
the US base of Kadena where I was able to conduct interviews
and make recordings. During this work it became evident that
the same sounds that caused ill health and were traumatizing to
those Okinawa residents living outside the base were managed
positively as part of working life inside the base and in the case
of overflying aircraft even had triumphal associations as ‘sounds
of freedom’. We managed this distinction by considering
carefully where, how and to whom our responsibilities lay in
making our work, leading us ultimately to our present project
where we intend to present the results as forms of public art,
exhibited in Okinawa so that all communities, including those on
the base, can engage with our research.

Another way in which we dealt with this distinction was through
our critical approach to the noise maps that characterized the
debates between the US military and Japanese government
authorities and local citizens groups about how aircraft
sounds and the sonic environment itself was constituted inside
and outside the boundary fences of the base. We took into
consideration the various forms of Okinawan war art - in the
photographs of Tomatsu Shomei of aircraft flying over Kadena,
the sculptures of Minoru Kinjo and the paintings of Toshi and Iri
Maruki at the site of the atrocity in the cave of Chiri chibi gama
— so as to gain an appreciation of the Okinawan sensibilities
to this sonic environment as a space of persistent, troubling
reverberations. These sensibilities were evident in the aesthetic
qualities of these art-works and provided another way of
thinking about sound as vibration and as the memory
of place, something that became apparent when we
applied a method of playing back recordings we had
made inside and outside Kadena to long term residents
who professor Hiramatsu knew well. These play-back
sessions were a means to starting a conversation with
residents about what they heard and based on creating

collaborative situations of listening together.

Air Pressure project
All of these questions about the different experiences of sound
and methods of collaboration came together in the project Air

Pressure, about the farm belonging to the Shimamura family in



Narita airport, where Professor Hiramatsu and I were joined by
the artist Angus Carlyle. Carlyle’s participation meant that we
could be supported by the Wellcome Trust, a medical
charity in the UK that supports art-science projects
for the public engagement with science. They liked the
project because it took a single story, about one farm
and made it indicative or a much wider, global situation
about the effects of aircraft noise exposure on human
health.

In terms of project planning this single site perspective
was also an effective way for us to produce work, as we
could come together around a single site, something
that was not possible in Okinawa where there are many
different and competing narratives at work among
the many residents who live outside the US airbase
at Kadena. At the Narita farm situated at the end of
one of the two main runways there are only two fields
and a small collection of farm buildings. Therefore we
had to understand the relationship of the Shimamura
family to the land they owned and the land they had
lost and which had been part of a community. It was the
experience of this community that came from a place
called Emi on Tokyo bay in order to rebuild their lives
in the immediate aftermath of the war and who had
to deforest the land and start their agricultural work
from scratch so as to eventually earn a living and start
families that we found to be crucial to appreciating
the ways in which the sounds of their farm and of the
surrounding airport were heard by them and by the
airport authorities. We also looked at how the history
of representing this site in documentary film, notably
the monumental film series Sanrizuka by the Ogawa
film collective, could be used to animate the presence
of the past in particular spaces on the farm. One such
space was the location of the graves of protestors who
had died in confrontations with the riot police in the
1970’s, which was now a bamboo grove and corner of
the farm around which airliners taxied on their way to
the terminal building. The high pitched whining and
screeching of the aircraft was recorded and combined
with the images from our filming of a projection of part
of the Ogawa film footage that showed the violence of
the clashes between the police and the protestors.

To work in this way and to gain access to this site at all
was only possible through the introduction of Professor
Hiramatsu and the assistance of Hayashi san who as
a project manager facilitated all of our interactions
with the Shimamuras and with other local parties who
knew the history of this site. Working with them and
with another acoustic scientist Professor Matsui, we
were able to achieve the results of the project that we
presented as an exhibition, a film and an audio CD and
book.

As an outcome of the project, the film had many

possibilities for public engagement as every place where
we showed the film, from art galleries in Manchester,
UK, Basel Switzerland and Albuquerque, USA to Naha,
Okinawa created the possibility for wide exposure and
also different conversations with audiences. This was
potentially a problem as the context of the work could be
lost and along with it the responsibilities that are due to
the Shimamura family who are its subjects and continue
to live on this farm in conditions of considerable stress.
Therefore we were always very careful to provide
accompanying materials, usually written, but also on

wall panels so as to give this context.

Significance of our work

One may ask what is the impact for this kind of work
that is about collaboration across disciplines and the
presentation of its outcomes in non-traditional forms?
One answer is that it is about creating spaces for new
dialogues. This was evident when we showed the film
work Air Pressure at venue near Narita airport and the
local mayor, the leading leftists protesting the airport
construction and the Shimamura family came to watch.
The fact that they all came and stayed and watched
and left without upset seemed to indicate that we had
created a space and form of exhibition based on listening
that was separated from the antagonisms of past
representations and elided the current political impasse
between the various sides that was being played out in
newspaper commentaries at that very time. One of the
ways in which this worked was by changing the terms
of the debate from a discourse about the numbers and
formulas of acoustic science and turning these into
forms of description that used detail in a different way
drawing listeners into the small as well as the loud
sounds and to the complex relationships between the
time of the aircraft landing over and circling the farm
and the time of the working day on the farm. This detail
and temporality was another way for an audience to
understand what was at stake in the scientific and legal
discourse and polarized political positions through an
immersive experience of watching and listening to the
film.
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Presentation, Angus Carlyle

Approaches of the Air Pressure project

With our Kiatsu project, processes of listening
and recording found some kind of rhythm with
the operations of the farmers that enabled a more
complex balance between two potential approaches
to artistically exploring the acoustic documentation
of a specific location: pre-planned instrumentally-
focused sound hunting (perhaps responding to previous
research or previous interviews) and something more
opportunistically open to the unexpected (to what
happens on the ground).

When filming Kiatsu, we shot mostly from a fixed point,
middle distance perspective, using the depth of field and
high resolution of the camera to show the economies of
scale at work in the contrasting lives of the farm and the
airport, letting the detail within the frame constitute
its movement, allowing the sound to ‘magnetise’ specific
events (a process of ‘spotting’ that was most pronounced
in the original installation: the large size of the two
projections frustrated attempts to grasp each bifurcated
scene within any single gaze; the location of separate
speakers to the side of the audience (in addition to those
gridding the projection area) provoked a sensation of
sound moving from the periphery into shot) . The black
screens which appear at intervals between the projected
more ‘narrative’ sequences were deployed as points of
narrative inhalation and exhalation, of breath caught as
things change but also as chances to let the sound build
an anticipation, to try and honour our commitment to
ourselves to be led by that sensory register.

The fixed, tripod-led shots represent a radical departure
from the aesthetic adopted in the Sanrizuka series of
films by Shinsuke Ogawa that Rupert mentioned in his
presentation. In these films, the works bend to a restless
quality, the camera following events as they happened
and trying increasingly to get inside the action.

In Kiatsu, we decided to account for another kind of
memory, by setting up a generator and projector to
screen and then film found footage from the Ogawa
collective of the protests in Toho — probably shot in very
close proximity to the farm - onto a wall of bamboo. Two
points of time stitched together, the circling moths and
bending leaves of the present establishing a relationship
with a past where scaffolding fortresses caught fire and
collapsed, red flags waved and violence escalated, bows
and arrows and water cannon. This refilming took place
in a grove where some of the protestors who died in
their confrontation with the police are buried, a location

that became a site of another experiment.

NoiseVision, its impact and significance

In one sequence of the Kiatsu film, both screens become
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occupied by oblique graphic shapes that shift across
the frame, bubbling up and receding, different grades
of colour nesting within each other or overlapping.
These moving images are derived from a technological
device called a NoiseVision machine manufactured by
Nittobo Acoustic Eng. Co. — who are also responsible
for some of the monitoring systems that track airport
overflight noise. Although the NoiseVision mechanism
was primarily designed to identify the influx of
environmental sound in domestic architectural spaces,
our collaborator Kozo Hiramatsu had persuaded the
company to test the basketball-sized and -shaped sensor
in the haka at the bottom of the farm. The resulting
footage, crude and obscure, ‘noisy’ in its pixellation and
image grain, dissonant from most other sequences in
our film (with the exception perhaps of the rendering of
the electrical storm that closed the airport) - works in a
number of ways.

It becomes a kind of visual synecdoche, a rhetorical
figure where this specific, particular device stands-in for
a genealogy of systems of measurement, calibration and
standardisation (in the literal sense of proposing and
contesting ‘objective’ standards to account numerically
for environmental phenomena that are encountered
perceptually and affectively). These measuring systems
— and, significantly, their interpretation — inhabit the
legal, legislative and activist contexts that surround the
farm as much as they do the Pacific island of Okinawa,
in the Ryukyu Archipelago and the debates around the
extension of Heathrow.

The NoiseVision footage also resonates with the video
solarisation material that Chris Marker incorporates
into the Sans Soleil and which is accounted for in that
film’s travelogue narration — voiced by a woman but
ostensibly written by the man Sandor Krasna — in
the following terms: “Hayao Yamaneko invents video
games with his machine. To please me he puts in my
best beloved animals: the cat and the owl. He claims
that electronic texture is the only one that can deal
with sentiment, memory, and imagination”. We see
the Spectre or Spectron Video Synthesiser at work
in Sans Soleil, plugs being depressed into its control
panel, enabling a shift into the time-image equivalent
of Tarkovsky’s Zone: “And then in its turn the journey
entered the 'zone,' and Hayao showed me my images
already affected by the moss of time, freed of the lie
that had prolonged the existence of those moments
swallowed by the spiral.”

This resonance with Sans Soleil is sharpened a little
through the fleeting image — like a Sanrizuka for
the video generation — of protestors and riot police
crossing an expanse of farmland that may well be the
Shimamuras’.

The very murkiness of the NoiseVision sequence —



close to this “moss” of Sans Soleil’s solarisation of the
Zone yet ironically distant from the clean columns
of data that impel the acoustic measurement — also
provided a counterpart to what are the murkiest noises
of the farm’s territory: the horrible stew of whines,
drones, surges. There is no detail here, things are
smudged and rubbed and muddled in a mess of idling
engines and taxi-ing engines, in sound bouncing off the
tarmac apron of the concrete blast walls, through the
transparent reinforced screen (a concession wrested by
the Shimamuras to allow sunlight onto their crops) and

through a metal grid.

Kaori-san’s art

A little behind the Egg House on the Toho farm,
perhaps 200 metres from the bamboo grove, there is
a truck that is no longer used by the farming family.
Painted directly on to one blue metal side is a series of
words — in Japanese script and in roman characters —
and figurative images of people, vegetables and eggs
all arranged around a white space with sparse ‘action
lines’ suggesting release of energy. The vegetables are
depicted as outlandishly large, dwarfing the human
forms with whom they share the side of the truck. But
despite their proportional size, the carrots, aubergines,
green peppers, peas and turnips project a hospital
welcome, a friendliness that I think is characteristic of
work of the artist responsible, Kaori Inomata. Kaori-
san, it turns out, is the daughter of one of the farm’s
customers and she also illustrated Shimamura-san’s
book, To Live With The Earth.

We met Kaori in the bland reverberant lobby of the
Toyoko Inn Hotel where we were staying during
our second period of fieldwork. Rupert and I had
been thinking about how we could bring more of the
Shimamura’s sense of aesthetics into our project as a
counter-weight to our own sensibilities. We were after
something different from what had already been done
in terms of presenting the farmers with sketches of our
work in progress (showing them video footage and audio
recordings on the first trip and showing them the edited
first sound film on our return) and then trying hard to
incorporate their ideas. Since the farmers had chosen
Kaori-san to provide images that represented the farm
— on the truck and in the book — we wondered if this
might be a possible route down which to travel.

We realised that it might work very well to include a
large scale version of one of Kaori’s images directly onto
the side of the constructed box designed to house the “Air
Pressure” installation in the Upper Mezzanine Gallery
at Manchester’s Whitworth Gallery.

In Kaori-san’s graphic illustration for Air Pressure
there was a strong dynamic between the smooth solidity

of the typographic background and the rougher, more

visibly human, rendering of the jet and vegetables.
This dynamic extended a quality that was already
latent in the original illustration — which was actually
created entirely digitally, with the apparent shifts in
brush size and brush pressure being technical artefacts
achieved through software manipulation — but the
overall register has been transferred slightly to find the
vegetable, animal and human life of the farm occupying
the same pictorial plane as the aircraft. That the real
brush strokes that the visitors will see on the box
were created by our collaborator Professor Hiramatsu
only amplifies the aptness of this impression. With
careful lighting in the gallery, the box - containing
the two projectors, eight speakers and two subwoofers
hidden beneath the benches — appeared to glow out of
a graded penumbra that sinks about its edges, with
soft spotlights and recessed bulbs illuminating specific
features, such as Kaori-san’s graphic, the interpretative
panels and the entrance with its ‘noren’ curtain (also
designed by Kaori).

Air Pressure installations

The Manchester installation became one aspect of Air
Pressure (an installation that, as Rupert has said, has
taken different forms since, whether on its own or in
group shows and festivals). The stand alone film Kiatsu
constituted another, in stereo and surround sound
configurations. A CD and 72 page booklet, published
by the German record label Gruenrekorder, offered a
different dimension, our essays and talks still more.
A ‘live’ blog written during the fieldwork and while we
were installing and composing was another mechanism
through which we could, together, explore the
complexities of the project, a chance to document how
doing might be thinking and thinking might fold back
into doing.
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2014 Activity Report of the Community-Sound-People-Net Working Group:
Soundscape of Tea Song and Tea Plantations - Let’s Make Our Tea Song
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A Report of SAJ Spring Autumn Meeting, 2014
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